84  PEAKS AND GLACIERS OF NUN KUN
and almost every step in our upward progress had to be cut* In this respect this ascent was different from those made in Baltistan, where soft snow was found to be a great obstacle to high climbing. This difference was undoubtedly due to the constant succession of snow-storms we encountered in Baltistan, while here no new snow had fallen for weeks* After two and a half hours of constant step-cutting, which at that altitude must have been very fatiguing, Savoye exchanged places with the porter next him, who continued the work. We moved steadily upward, only stopping as the exigencies of step-cutting required, until a point on the skyline-ar6te running to the top of the peak was reached, at an altitude of 22,720 feet, commanding an extensive view. The sky was no longer clear, Clouds, which almost daily shrouded the mountain-tops towards noon, were rising* As it was desirable to photograph certain features of the landscape before they should be obscured, Dr Workman decided to stop here with one porter for this purpose*
Fortified by a light lunch of tea and plasmon chocolate Mrs Bullock Workman, with Savoye and